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vi FOREWORD 

truths upon which every Great Society is built, to wit, 
" Not by Power and not by Might, but by My Spirit," 
It only remains to add that the following papers 
formed part of a series of weekly articles contributed 
during the last two years to the Jetoish Chronicle under 
the heading, " The Letters of Benammi." 

January t 1922. 
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JEWS AND GENTILES 29 

to have no commuhication with Jews, and the Church 
continued to teach this doctrine for wellnigh a 
thousand years. Hate begets hate, and if the Jew was 
not well disposed to the Gentile, surely the fault was 
the Gentile's. It may be argued, with good reason, 
that naturally Jews have the social instincts strongly 
marked, and if in any country it is observed that the 
Jew keeps to himself, it may be taken as tolerably 
certain that his neighbours have given him the cold 
shoulder. 



THE DAUGHTERS OF ISRAEL 51 

of glory round both." Thackeray was a master in 
sounding the depths of human nature; that he was 
moved by a Jewish mother is symptomatic and a true 
touch. Are there not many Jewish mothers still who 
can charm and move in the same way ? This precious 
gift is invaluable for the tired, restless, troubled world 
in which we are living. The best thought of our age 
approaches more and more to Jewish thought. Let 
Jewish practice give a lead to the practical needs of 
our time, so that these likewise may tend to approach 
nearer each other. It would be the Jews' contribution 
to the reconstruction of Europe to hold aloft the ideal 
of the family, the honour of woman, and the institution 
of marriage. 
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8o JEWISH LIFE AND THOUGHT 

said. '^Let them canj out their duties as citizens 
in the splendid way they hare done up to now, and I, 
for my part, have no fear that the anti-Semitic 
agitation will be able to achiere anything. It will 
merely stamp its devotees as being what they are — 
a rather undesirable lot who, like empty vessels, are 
making much noise." I need hardly tell you that 
the Vicar shared the view. He, too, believed in the 
ultimate triumph of goodness and truth. 
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good-hearted a child of nature to hate anyone; if he 
participated in pogroms it was because the Russian 
secret police was behind him. The Conservative Party 
in England does not naturally hate the Jew; it once 
followed a Jew as its honoured leader. If to-day its 
sentiments are anti- Jewish, that is because it is in- 
fluenced by the hired hacks of reactionary newspapers. 
Anti- Jewish feeling is artificially generated, and it is a 
pity that Captain Wright's report may lend itself to 
the agitators for their gospel of hate. 



THE SABBATH in 

recuperation of spirit more perhaps than anything 
else. In the material sphere we will continue to 
make marvellous progress. But the danger is lest 
material progress bring with it spiritual sterility. 
Yet as long as the Jewish Sabbath shines out in a tired 
world, so long is there no need to be pessimistic. 
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name. It has, indeed, been claimed that this is one 
of the noblest conceptions in the world's religious 
thought. " Ye shall be holy, for I the Lord, thy God, 
am holy." Is it not wonderful that man should be 
able to sanctify God, who is the acme of holiness ? 
" God, the Holy One, is sanctified by righteousness," 
says Isaiah. 
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** Most blessed is, beyond compare, 

The peace of God. 
A crystal stream that softly flows, 
A shelter when the storm wind blows, 
A star, whose light for ever glows. 

The path we trod 
So wearily, grows perfect fair 
When heaven's own messenger is there — 

The peace of God." 



RABBI AKIBA, MARTYR 177 

A career of struggle and endeavour, the acquisition 
of knowledge, the cultivation of kindliness and of 
a joyous spirit even when the sky was overcast, a 
devotee of God, a lover of man, an admirer of his 
people, a good life and a noble death — this sums up 
Rabbi Akiba, martyr. 
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RABBI MEIR: A LIGHT IN DARKNESS 185 

the waters of the great deep, which washed the shores 
of Palestine too, might be, as it were, a connecting 
link between his body and the Holy Land. 

Meir was responsible for the characterisation of 
the Jew as being pitiful, modest, and charitable. It 
seems to me that this perfectly characterises Rabbi 
Meir himself. 
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